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Statuary Hall, which has been the setting for the inaugural luncheon since
1981, served as the chamber for the House of Representatives from 1819
until 1857, when the House moved into its current chamber. In 1976 the
room was partially restored to its original appearance as the 1819 House
chamber, Since 1870 it has housed 2 unigue collection of bronze and marble
statues commemorating distinguished citizens selected by the states,
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Dr. Barry C. Black
CHAPLAIN
UNITED STATES SENATE

A vesenlalions and ol

Dianne Feinstein
CHATEMAN
[oINT CoNGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE aN
[INAVGURAL CEREMONILS

Robert F. Bennett
UNITED 5TATES SENATE

Nancy Pelosi
SPEAKER
UnitEp States House oF REFPRESENTATIVES
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Reverend Daniel Coughlin

CHarLaIN
UwiTen STaTes House or REPRESENTATIVES
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The Smithsonian Chamber Players have provided music for the iriugural
luncheon since 1981, Directed by Kenneth Slowik, the group specializes in
performing historical masterworks of the seventeenth through eacly twentieth

centuries. The musicthey pecform todayisamixtureof A merica N repertoire picces

written for early nincteenth-century presidents, as well as some of the Europear

as Jefferson,

compuositions found in the extensive music libra ry of Thom
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Duckhorn Vineyards, 2007 Sauvignon Blanc
Napa Valley

Goldeneye, 2005 Pinot Noir

Anderson Valley

Korbe| Matural “Special Inaugural Cuvée”

Califarnia Champagne

Cy he 2004 Inaugureal Luncheon menu draws on Dastorie ties
L1 to the Presidency of Abraham Lincoln, Growing up in the

frontier reginns of Kentucky and Indiana, the sixteenth President
favored simple foods including root vegetables and wild game. As his
tastes matured, hie became fond of stewed and scalloped ovsters. For
dessert or a snack, nothing pleased him more than a fresh apple ac
an apple cake,

Al his first inaugural dinner on March 4, 1861, President Lincoln
sat down with ahout fifteen guests to a simple meal that reportedly
included mock torile soup, corned beef and cabbage, parsley
potatoes, and blackberey pie. He interrupted dinner to address a
delegation of one thousand New Yorkers and then traveled several
blocks to a temporary structure for bis imaugural ball. Near
midnight, President Lincoln led the dancers w a "supper roam™ for
further refreshments,

Foue years later, on March 6, 1865, Mr, Lincoln hosted a decidedly
more elaborute inaugural feast at the U5, Patent Office. Mare Lhan
four thousand celebrants were treated to multiple preparations of
heef, poultey, veal, and game; patés of duck and [ie gras; smoked
meils; and chicken and lobster salads. The dessert menu offeced
three dozen selections, from almond sponge cake and ITuiL tarts to
five varieties of charlotte russe,

Fashions in dining have evolved since the 1R&0s, hur lodays
luncheon is ene that President Lincaln swrely would have enjoyed.

'KVEWI‘J_.FPM! Yasernite Villey, by Thomas Hill, rellects the majestic

landscape of the American West and the dawn of a new era,

As Lhe country struggled to emerge rom the turmail of the Civil

War, many Americans looked te the West for hope and Inspleation.

Artists such as Hill painted the vast, open Western landscape with a

beauty and grandeur that eloguently evoked Americas future: a land
uf opportunity, optimism, and freedom,

thomyas Hill {1329-1908) appears to lave first visited the Yosemite
Valley in August 1865, He explored uncharted areas, making numeraus
oil sketches that he used to create his monumental vistas on canvas,
His paintings struck a chord with Americans, and he became one of
the most papular landscape artists of the nincteenth century,

Hall's View of the Yosemite Valley, displaved above the head wble, is
on loan from the Mew-York Historical Society in New York City.
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‘The tradition of the inaugueal luncheon hosted by the Joint Congressional
Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies began in 1953, President Dwight D,
Fisenhower, Vice President Kichard Mizon, and fifty invited guests dined on
creamed chicken, haked ham, and potato pulls in e now-restored Old Senate
Chamber, Until that time the newly sworn President, Vice President, and invited
guests usually returned to the White House for a luncheon celebration,

Wi continue this tradition today as we commemorate the hicentennial of the birth
of Abralam Lincoln. Even in the darkest days of disunion and civil war, Lincoln
participated 1 the public inaugural ceremonies at Lhe Capitel. He took these
occasions to appeal for national wnity and a sense of common purpose, holding
out the hope of reconcilistien, He concluded his second inaugural address, “With
malice toward none, wilth charity for all, with firmpess in the right as Goad gives
us to see the right, let us strive to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation’s
wonnds . . . Lo do all which may achicve and cherish a just and Tasting peice among
ourselves and with all mations" As we move forward into the twenty-licst cenlury, we
remain mindful of Lincoln’s vision, We henor his determination that those who have
sacrificed for our countey “shall not have died inovain-—hal this nation, ueder God,
shall Tiave a new birth of feeedom.”

A iearladiand

(n hehall of the Congress aml the Ag
Commitiee on Inaugural Ceremonies presents the President and Vice President
of the United States with unique hand-cut crystal bowls created by Lenox, The
bl crafied For the President features an image of the White Howse and rests ona
large crystal base engraved wilth the name of the President and “January 20, 20087
The Vice President’s bowl depicts the LLS. Capitel flanked by cherey trees and also
rests on an engraved crystal base. The bowls were designed by Timothy Carder, Viee
President of Design for Lenox, and hand cut by master glass cotter Peter O Rourke,

stican people, the Joint Congressionol
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‘This table, made especially for Abraham Lincoln, was cast from the same molds
uscd to make the balusters and other decoralive elements on the Capitol dome.,
Continwing work on the unfinished dome during the first years of the Civil War
symbalized President Lincoln's faith and confidence that the Linion would prevail.
The completed dome provided the backdrop for Lincoln’s second inauguration,
where the table was used to hold a pitcher of water. President Ronald Reagan
also used the table during his secomd inawguration, The table is on loan from
the Massachusetts Historical Society. The flags on display were llown over the
Capitod on Inauguration Day 2009 and will be presented to the President and Vice
President of the United States,
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