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The Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies cordially PROGRAM
welcomes you to the 59" Inaugural Ceremonies.

MuSICAL PRELUDE UNITED STATES MARINE BAND
r%% %Zé %Mnm WELCOME Tue HONORABLE AMY KLOBUCHAR
U.S. SENATE, MISSOURI ‘ : o UNITED STATES SENATE, MINNESOTA

CALL TO ORDER THeE HONORABLE ROy BLUNT
.W %M . CHAIRMAN, JOINT CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE
U.S. SENATE, KENTUCKY ON INAUGURAL CEREMONIES

INvocaTION TuEe REVEREND FATHER LEO JEREMIAH O’DONOVAN, 111
A
5%7% ‘//0 OLLCricte PRESENTATION OF COLORS
U.S. SENATE, MINNESOTA L ; NATIONAL ANTHEM Lapy GAGA
% '@ é . PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE ANDREA HALL
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, CALIFORNIA VicE PRESIDENTIAL OATH OF OFFICE

ADMINISTERED TO
L%% % @% . KaMALA D. HARRIS

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARYLAND by
THE HONORABLE SONIA SOTOMAYOR

% . % ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT
(ZL/1 1/ C i

OF THE UNITED STATES
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, CALIFORNIA
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he theme of the 59* Inaugural Ceremonies, “Our Determined Democracy:

MUSICAL SELECTION JENNIFER LOPEZ

PRESIDENTIAL OATH OF OFFICE
ADMINISTERED TO

: S . . . . JosepH R. BIDEN, Jr.
Forging a More Perfect Union,” recognizes our nation’s continual journey toward

by
the goals set out in the Preamble. When drafting the Constitution, our Founders had the TrEe HONORABLE JOHN G. ROBERTS, JR.
wisdom and foresight to know that our young nation would face great challenges in the CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE UNITED STATES
years ahead. The inaugural ceremonies are not only a hallmark of American governance
but also a fulfillment of our Constitutional duty and an assurance to all people of our ' INAUGURAL ADDRESS THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
unbroken commitment to continuity, stability, perseverance, and democracy.
: B . MUSICAL SELECTION GARTH BROOKS

For the inaugural ceremonies, five flags adorn the West Front of the Capitol.
The flag of the United States is displayed in the center. To its immediate left and right PoEm AMANDA GORMAN
are flags with thirteen stars representing the original colonies, including the colony of BENEDICTION THE REVEREND DOCTOR SILVESTER S. BEAMAN

Delaware. The design of this flag is often attributed to Francis Hopkinson, a member of POSTLUDE
the Continental Congress. The two outer flags—also representing the original colonies—
. ORGANIZED DEPARTURE
appeared in the early 1790s.
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n April 30, 1789, at

Federal Hall in New

York City, George
Washington took the oath of
office to become the nation’s
first President. Since that time,
every four years, our nation
has continued the tradition
of an inaugural ceremony to
mark the commencement of
a new presidential term or to

George Washington takes the oath of office at Federal
Hall, New York, NY, on April 30, 1789.
U.S. Senate Historical Office

transition to a new presidential
administration. This great
American ritual has occurred
in times of peace, in times of turmoil, in times of prosperity, and in times of adversity.

Today—January 20, 2021—the country and the world witness the 59" Inaugural
Ceremonies at the United States Capitol, a peaceful transition of power conceived
by the nation’s founders and rooted in the Constitution. Today’s ceremonies serve
as a keystone of American governance, fulfilling a constitutional duty and giving
assurance—to all people—of a continued and unbroken commitment to the continuity,
stability, and perseverance of our democracy.

Our founders had the wisdom and foresight to know that the nation would face
great challenges. They understood that our country was not perfect. The Constitution
provides the processes by which a determined democracy might improve upon itself,
to form not a perfect union, but to strive toward a more perfect union. As we witness
this time-honored tradition of a presidential inauguration, we reflect upon generations
of Americans who, determined to forge a more perfect union, worked to fulfill that
worthwhile and, at times, elusive goal.
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More than two hundred
years ago, in 1805, as Thomas
Jefferson delivered his second
inauguraladdress, an expedition
led by Meriwether Lewis
and William Clark, with the
assistance of a Lemhi Shoshone
woman named Sacajawea as
guide and translator, made its
way westward to the Pacific
Ocean, exploring the wvast
Louisiana Territory purchased
during Jefferson’s first term.
Jefferson celebrated the expansion of the country as a means of preserving and
protecting the nation. “The larger our association, the less will it be shaken by local
passions,” he reasoned; “and in any view, is it not better that the opposite bank of the
Mississippi should be settled by our own brethren and children, than by strangers of
another family?” Overcoming incredible odds, Lewis and Clark’s perseverance and
Sacajawea’s courage in the name of exploration and the pursuit of knowledge led to
increased opportunities for the generations that followed.

As our nation grew and new states joined the Union, the issue of slavery shattered
national unity. In 1861 Abraham Lincoln delivered his first inaugural address to a country
on the brink of civil war. Calling for caution and
patience, Lincoln hoped above all for peaceful
resolution and common purpose, appealing to
“the better angels of our nature.”

Lewis and Clark with Sacajawea at the Great Falls of the
Missouri 1804, by Olaf Carl Seltzer, 1927.
Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, OK

Frederick Douglass, a formerly enslaved
man and a prominent and powerful abolitionist
speaker, also appealed to the better angels of
his fellow Americans. He and his wife Anna
had harbored people escaping slavery on the
Underground Railroad. When civil war began,
Douglass recruited African-American troops
to fight for the Union. In 1863, when President
Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation,
eventually freeing more than 3.5 million enslaved

Frederick Douglass, ca. 1864.
Library of Congress
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men, women, and children, Douglass replied, “We are all liberated by this proclamation.
Everybody is liberated. The white man is liberated, the black man is liberated, the brave
men now fighting the battles of their country against rebels and traitors are now liberated.
... I congratulate you upon this amazing change—the amazing approximation toward the
sacred truth of human liberty.”

Douglass attended Lincoln’s second inauguration in 1865, during the waning days of
the Civil War, and heard Lincoln appeal to his fellow Americans to help heal the nation.
“With malice toward none, with charity for all, ... let us strive on to ... do all which may
achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.”
Though Lincoln would not live long enough to witness the nation reborn, Douglass would
continue to move the nation toward embracing its ideals that “all men are created equal.”

Less than a half century
later, Theodore Roosevelt,
in his inaugural address
of 1905, declared that no
people on earth had more
cause to be thankful than
Americans, but he added
that the rapid industrial
expansion following the
Civil War that accounted
for “our marvelous material
well-being” had also caused

Theodore Roosevelt delivers his inaugural address
at the Capitol, March 4, 1905.
Library of Congress

much social anxiety. “There
is no good reason why we
should fear the future,” he
reassured Americans, “but there is every reason why we should face it seriously, neither
hiding from ourselves the gravity of the problems before us nor fearing to approach these
problems with the unbending, unflinching purpose to solve them aright.” Roosevelt’s
words appealed to a generation of progressive-era reformers committed to making the
nation live up to its professed hope for life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
Responding to the challenges presented by the industrial era, social reformer
Jane Addams devoted her life to addressing the needs of the nation’s less fortunate.
She established Hull House on Chicago’s west side, the first settlement house in the
country, to provide vital community services, including child care, job training and
placement, English and citizenship classes, libraries, and theater, music, and arts

o

_created free and equal. “What would

classes. A devoted suffragist, Addams, like
Frederick Douglass before her, challenged
the nation to live up to the expressed
ideals of its founders that all people are

George Washington say,” she asked the
Union League Club of Chicago in 1903,
“if he found that, among us, there were
causes constantly operating against that
equality?” Her belief in cooperative efforts
to address social ills led to a lifetime of
work in pursuit of a more perfect union.
While generations of Americans have
experienced the unique opportunities

and challenges of their era, the promise Jane Addams with children at Hull House
of democracy has remained constant. in 1930.
In March of 1921, following the twin Slpacieanees
hardships of World War I and the Great Flu Pandemic, President Warren G. Harding
addressed the nation, noting that despite these recent upheavals, “we contemplate
our Republic unshaken, and hold our civilization secure. Liberty—liberty within
the law—and civilization are inseparable, and though both were threatened we find
them now secure; and there comes to Americans the profound assurance that our
representative government is the highest expression and surest guaranty of both.”
Amelia Earhart demonstrated
unwavering commitment to
the pursuit of liberty when she
challenged barriers that had limited
women’s opportunities for decades.
Born in Kansas, the independent
and adventurous Earhart graduated
from college, then served as a nurse
during the First World War. Through
dedication and determination,

' Earhart earned ilot’s li
Amelia Earhart in the cockpit of an Electra LT pilot’s license

airplane, ca. 1937.
Library of Congress

in 1921. Just seven years later, she
became the first woman to fly solo




across the Atlantic Ocean. Earhart defied expectations throughout her life. “Women
must try to do things as men have tried,” she implored. “When they fail, their failure
must be but a challenge to others.” Earhart’s remarkable career inspired other women
to overcome longstanding obstacles, particularly in the field of aviation.

As the 20™ century progressed and the United States entered the modern era, John
E. Kennedy used his 1961 inaugural address to inspire a generation of Americans to
combat the “common enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease, and war itself.” He
encouraged scientific exploration in the pursuit of greater human knowledge. “Together
let us explore the stars, conquer the deserts, eradicate disease, tap the ocean depths, and
encourage the arts and commerce,” he declared. Mathematician Katherine Johnson
contributed to that effortin
infinite ways throughout
her professional career.
Johnson grew up under
the crushing inequalities
of Jim Crow-era racial
segregation. By sheer force
of will and extraordinary
intellect she secured a

position as a “computer” at r A P \
the National Aeronautics e e e ~

and Space Administration. Katherine Johnson at NASA’s Langley Research Center, ca. 1962.
National Aeronautics and Space Administration Photo

Her calculations helped to
land the crew of Apollo 11 on the moon—then return them safely home. Johnson’s
remarkable perseverance and unique professional achievements embodied the promise
and potential of greater equality for all.

The experiences and achievements of Lewis and Clark, Sacajawea, Frederick
Douglass, Jane Addams, Amelia Earhart, and Katherine Johnson reflect the efforts of
tens of millions of Americans who have contributed to the common good. We are a
nation of individuals determined always to do better. This 59" Inaugural Ceremony is
part of a vital tradition of presidential inaugurations symbolizing our centuries-long
commitment to that determination and to the continuity, stability, and preservation of
our democracy. The American people, by observing this national ritual and in countless
acts of individual courage and conviction, continue to move this nation ever closer to
a more perfect union. A determined democracy is essential in our pursuit of a more
perfect union and a brighter future for all Americans.
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GIFTS PRESENTATION
J Craditionally, the Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies (JCCIC) hosts

a Congressional Luncheon honoring the President and Vice President of the United
States following the swearing-in ceremonies at the Capitol.

The custom of the Luncheon at the Capitol dates as far back as 1897, when the Senate
Committee on Arrangements hosted a luncheon for President McKinley and several other guests
in the Naval Affairs Committee room. In its modern form, the Luncheon has been hosted by the
JCCIC since 1953, when President Dwight D. Eisenhower, Vice President Richard Nixon, JCCIC
Members, and fifty invited guests dined on creamed chicken, baked ham, and potato puffs in the
now-restored Old Senate Chamber.

In more recent times, the Luncheon has been held in National Statuary Hall. The JCCIC
selects American artwork to feature, and presents the President and Vice President of the United
States with gifts on behalf of the United States Congress and the American people.

Although the global pandemic has interrupted plans for hosting the 2021 Luncheon in
National Statuary Hall, the tradition of gift presentations endures as a reimagined tribute to the
new President and Vice President that will take place in the United States Capitol Rotunda.
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JOINT CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE
ON INAUGURAL CEREMONIES

SENATOR RoOY BLUNT OF MissOURI, CHAIRMAN
SENATOR AMY KLOBUCHAR OF MINNESOTA
SENATOR MiTCH MCCONNELL OF KENTUCKY
REPRESENTATIVE NANCY PELOSI OF CALIFORNIA
REPRESENTATIVE STENY H. HOYER OF MARYLAND

REPRESENTATIVE KEVIN MCCARTHY OF CALIFORNIA




FEATURED ARTWORK

cgrmdscape with Rainbow by Robert. S. Duncanson was selected by Chairman Roy Blunt
and Dr. Jill Biden to be featured at the 59% Inaugural Ceremonies. Duncanson was
America’s best known African American artist in the years surrounding the Civil War.

In this pastoral landscape, a young couple strolls through fertile pastureland, toward a house
at the end of a rainbow. The cattle head home toward the nearby cottage, reinforcing the sense that
man lives in harmony with nature. Duncanson’ vision of rural America as Arcadia, a landscape
akin to paradise, is a characteristic feature of his work, a late hope for peace before the onset of
the Civil War. This painting is on loan from the Smithsonian American Art Museum.

==

PRESENTATIONS

ﬁl behalf of the United States Congress and the American people, the Joint Congressional
Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies presents the President and Vice President of
the United States with hand-cut, etched crystal vases, two American flags, and the official
photographs of the swearing-in ceremonies.

Set within a classic scrollwork cartouche, the vase crafted for the President features an
illustration of the White House, and the vase crafted for the Vice President features an illustration
of the Capitol. The vases were exclusively created by Lenox for the 59% Inaugural Ceremonies,
and were crafted entirely by hand in Pennsylvania. The vases are made of lead crystal and stand
at a stately 17 inches tall. They are placed on top of cherry wood bases that bear an inscription
of the date and occasion engraved into brass-plated plaques. The vases were designed by Fawn
Ostriak, Chief Creative Officer for Lenox, and hand cut by master glass cutter Peter O’Rourke.

The traditional presentation of American flags to the President and Vice President features
the flags flown over the Capitol during the swearing-in ceremonies on January 20, 2021. The
official photographs portray the President and Vice President reciting their Oaths of Office
during the Inaugural Ceremonies.






